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Statement on Nika Melia's Arrest

The Georgian Government sent police forces into the office of the United National
Movement [UNM] at 7:30 today, 23 February. This special measure aimed to enforce
the politically motivated court ruling of 17 February and arrest UNM leader Nika Melia.
Leaders of different opposition parties, members of the Georgian Parliament, and
activists had gathered in the building at that point to support Nika Melia. The law
enforcement officers eventually arrested Nika Melia against the backdrop of
confrontation.

We condemn this decision by the Georgian Government that will further aggravate the
current political crisis in the country. We believe that the Georgian authorities could
have defused the situation by legal and non-violent means. Regrettably, the
authorities did not wait for the consideration of Melia [T] appeal in the Court of Appeals
and did not demonstrate the will to defuse the difficult situation and conduct the
political process in a calm environment. Clearly, the arrest of the chairman of the
largest opposition party is a continuation of newly elected Prime Minister Irakli
Gharibashvili [T] aggressive rhetoric. Considering the warnings and the calls by the
international partners in recent days, this decision by the Georgian Government has
done serious harm to the country’s international reputation.

The political process has gradually deteriorated since the parliamentary elections. It
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has currently reached a complete impasse. The Georgian Government has not
demonstrated a real will to defuse the situation at any stage of the deterioration of
the crisis. Through this latest step, it has moved toward further escalation of tension,
which could have ruinous consequences for the country. Obviously, the ruling party
bears full responsibility for the possible future deterioration of the situation.
Considering the fact that the authorities have clearly set upon the path of escalation,
one can hardly expect them to make reasonable decisions.

In the current situation, it is important to avert further polarization in society and
prevent civil confrontation. We call on the representatives of friendly countries and
international organizations to react to these events appropriately. Today, as never
before, Georgia needs the support of its Western partners because, if the situation
escalates further, the country could lose everything it has achieved since gaining
independence.

Transparency International Georgia

Georgian Democracy Initiative (GDI)

Atlantic Council of Georgia

Center for Research Journalism and Economic Analysis
Society and Banks

Media Development Foundation

Tolerance and Dlversity Institute (TDI)

Georgian Foundation for Strategic and International Studies (GFSIS)
Georgia's Reforms Associates (GRASS)

Open Society Georgia Foundation (OSGF)

. Center “Empathy”

. Sapari

. Institute for Development of Freedom of Information (IDF)

. Economic Policy Research Center (EPRC)

. International Society for Fair Elections and Democracy (ISFED)
. Human Rights Education and Monitoring Center (EMC)

. UN Association Georgia (UNAG)

. Human Rights Center

. Green Alternative

. Democracy Research Institute (DRI)
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21. Institute for Democracy and Safe Development (IDSD)
22. Georgian Young Lawyers' Association (GYLA)
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