
Coalition: The Government Should 
Stop Attacking Individual Judges
The Coalition for Independent and Transparent Judiciary shares concerns 
regarding recent statements from members of the "Georgian Dream" party. 
These remarks, which seek to discredit judges holding differing opinions, 
have a concerning impact on the freedom of expression of judges. Such 
rhetoric not only undermines judicial independence but also jeopardizes the 
country's path toward a European future.

Following the European Commission's recommendations, conducting integrity checks 
of members of the High Council of Justice, judges of the Supreme Court, and court 
presidents (as well as on candidates aspiring to these positions) is deemed essential 
for initiating EU accession negotiations.[1] There has been an active and ongoing 
discussion on this issue in both public and professional spheres in recent days. Even 
within the judicial system, there are differing opinions on the matter.

A part of the judiciary has strongly criticized the proposed mechanism for integrity 
checks. According to the Plenum of the Supreme Court of Georgia, such a process 
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fundamentally undermines the independence of the court and of individual judges.[2] 
Approximately 10 judges, including Supreme Court judges Nino Bakakuri and 
Ekaterine Gasitashvili, did not align with the statement issued by the Plenum of the 
Supreme Court.[3] These judges expressed their views and willingness to adhere to 
the European Commission's recommendations. However, they have faced criticism 
and attacks from the ruling team, including the Prime Minister[4] and other party 
members,[5]who have questioned their integrity.

It is evident that the ruling party not only refuses to acknowledge the necessity of 
integrity checks for judges as recommended by the European Union but also seeks to 
discredit and suppress discussion on this matter. Particularly concerning is the open 
attack by members of the ruling team on judges who hold dissenting opinions. This 
political rhetoric amounts to direct pressure on particular judges. Moreover, such 
statements have a chilling effect on other judges who might hold differing opinions. 
Accordingly, with the recent statements, the government appears to be suppressing 
the already limited diversity of opinions within the judiciary, thereby undermining both 
the independence and freedom of expression of the judiciary as a whole and of 
individual judges.

The Coalition believes that any effort to enhance trust in the judiciary and advance 
the country's European integration process merits support. Moreover, the diversity of 
opinions within the judicial system is generally indicative of its robustness, and 
dissent should be encouraged rather than persecuted, both within and outside the 
system.

In light of the above, the Coalition for Independent and Transparent 
Judiciary calls the ruling party to cease attacks on judges due to their 
differing positions on the integrity checking mechanism; stop the campaign 
aimed at discrediting the recommendations of the European Commission. 
We call on the Parliament, especially the ruling party to start the process of 
fundamental justice system reform.
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